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CRAFTON CORNER 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

WELCOME BACK TO THE 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR! 

 On behalf of the faculty and staff, I would like to welcome you all 

back for another school year.  The summer recess affords us anoth-

er opportunity to thoroughly reflect on the goals that were estab-

lished by our educational team at the beginning of the previous 

school year.   Although many goals were created, the entire faculty 

and staff remained committed to increasing student achievement 

on the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment, also known as 

PSSA.  We have not been notified of our school performance num-

bers for the 2016-2017 school year. The Pennsylvania School Per-

formance Profile information can be found on the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education website.  Individual parent results for 

the PSSA for students in grades 3-6 during the 2016-2017 will be 

sent out in the coming months. If you have any questions regard-

ing your child’s performance, please do not hesitate to contact the 

school.  

WELCOME MR. BASSANO 

With a large enrollment in second grade 

this year, we now have three second grade 

classrooms. I would like to welcome Mr. 

Bassano to our second grade team.  



Play Before Eat 
Grades Recess Lunch 

Fourth, Fifth and Sixth 10:30-11:00 11:00-11:30 

Second and Third 11:00-11:30 11:30-12:00 

Kindergarten and First 11:30-12:00 12:00-12:30 

We will continue our Play Before Eat schedule this year.  The students have responded well to this and enjoy work-

ing up an appetite.   Thank you to everyone for your support as we continue the recess before lunch program. 

September Birthdays 

   

Greta Schriver Camara Vincent Isaiah Wall 

Gabriela Champion Cale Heinrichs Justin Hudson 

Carolyn Paladino Caden Heiser Austin Gamble 

Mallory Rose Antonio Ruiz Hayden Gales 

Alice Peck Jordan Prewitt Justice Ogar 

Richard Heisler Luke Palmer Lana Mihelcic 

Ashley Merscher Giada Mastermonico Muebeh Nandi 

Emma Merscher Camryn Prime Colton Rizzo 

Maxwell Novak Connor Boyer Noah Stiffler 

Thomas Gargis Johnathan White Tavon Dixon 



STEAM in Crafton 
STEAM is back and ready during all recesses in grades K-6.  The students 

and teachers are excited to begin their work in all of the STEAM areas.  

Each recess group will dedicate time to different areas.  Below is a brief 

outline: 

K-1:  

Each month, Ms. Rynn and Ms. Dzurenda will work with  the students on 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, or Math. Some of the fun projects 

are: 

 Phases of the moon, ramps, floating/sinking 

 Bee Bots, Osmos, Puzzlets, Coding 

 Structures/Bridges, towers 

 No-Sew blankets, origami 

 Estimation, Patterns, graphs, measurement 

2-3 

The 2nd/3rd grade DeRoss Steam Team started the year with Origami 

bracelet making.  Students have enjoyed selecting strips of patterned pa-

per and learning how to fold them and lock them together to form a color-

ful work of art for their wrists!  Our next activity will be a hands-on food 

science lesson in which students will make (and eat!) homemade vanilla ice cream in a 

baggie... yum!  

4-6 

Mr. and Mrs. Ficorilli will lead the students this year in STEAM.  They will focus on a 

variety of projects.   Here are a few: 

 Building using biodegradable materials 

 Using the EverFi website and complete specific courses related to Math, Science, 

and Health 

 Seasonal activities to coincide with holidays and special times of the year 

 Monitor construction (cutting, hammering, painting, measuring, etc.) 

 

 

The photo above is the 

finished product from 

Mr. Ficorilli’s STEAM 

group 

The pictures to the 

right show Mr. DeRoss 

working with students 

to make Origami 

bracelets. 



PTA 

Arrival and Dismissal 
ARRIVAL 

Each morning, students will line up to  come into the 

school at 8:25-8:30.  Grades 1-2 will line up where the 

playground is located.  Grades 3-6 will line up on the 

big playground where the basketball hoops are locat-

ed.  Kindergarten will report to the cafeteria.  Students 

can also go to the cafeteria to purchase breakfast.   

Teachers will report to the designated areas to pick up 

their classes.  Any student arriving after 8:30 will be 

marked late. 

DISMISSAL 

All dismissal changes must be in writing.   

If your child needs an early dismissal,  please send a 

note in that morning.  Then, we can have your child 

prepared for the dismissal.  Please do not call after 

3 pm for any dismissal changes. 

All students in grades K-2 will be dismissed in the 

small playground area.  Parents/Guardians will be 

asked to sign their children out. 

Students in grades 3-6 will be dismissed in the big 

playground area. 

Welcome back to all of the families and parents.  If you want to get involved, please contact craftonelementaryp-

ta@gmail.com or on Facebook at Crafton Elementary PTA. 

Please do not forget to send in those Box Tops and sign up for Apples for Students at Giant Eagle.  Crafton Elementary 

is also part of the Amazon Smile program.  Stay up to date with the Remind App by sending a text @08272015 to 

81010. 

Please remember: 

9/6—If you are interested in purchasing Spirit Wear, order forms have been sent home, and we will have extras 

available for purchase on September 28th from 3:00-6:00 in the cafeteria. 

9/12—Kids Stuff Books are back!  Purchase a book, get some GREAT coupons and support the school!  This is a great 

fundraiser for our school.  Orders will be due back September 26th.  If you are not purchasing a book, please be courte-

ous and send it back to the school. 

9/19 — PTA Meeting!  7 pm in the School Library!  Child care is available. 

9/19—Teacher Appreciation Day!  Each month, we celebrate our teachers and staff for the awesome job they do 

for our children.  If you want to get involved, contact  us a craftonelementarypta@gmail.com. 

9/29—Pajama Day!  For a donation request of $1.00, our kiddos can wear their favorite jammies to school for the 

day! 

10/10—Hoagie Sale starts!  Please be on the look out for order forms. 



Our Olweus/PBIS kick-off assembly will be on Friday, September 1st, at 9 am.  The Josh and Gab 

Show will be here to provide a positive and fun experience for the students.  They will focus on posi-

tive thinking and bullying prevention.  It is an interactive program where students can sing and 

dance along.  For more information, please see their website at http://www.joshandgab.com/. 

We will continue to focus on school-wide expectations for our students.  Ask  you rchild about the 

school-wide silent signal.  Students will be proud to show you how they walk through the halls.  Al-

so ask them about the PAWS 200.  PAWS 200 started this week.   

If your child reports bullying to you, please contact the school and encourage your child to report it 

to his/her teacher.  If we do not see the bullying, it is difficult for us to intervene or follow through 

with either parties.  Our goal is to intervene and allow both the bully and victim to understand that 

the teachers and staff at Crafton have zero tolerance for bullying.   

SAFETY WEEK 

Safety Week is a time that we dedicate to practicing our safety drills.  We assign one drill each day so the students 

will become familiar and comfortable with the procedures.  This year, we will have our Safety Week the week of Sep-

tember 18th.  See below for the schedule: 

 

Monday, September 18— Fire Drill 

Tuesday, September 19—Evacuation Drill 

Wednesday, September 20—Weather Drill 

Thursday, September 21—Lockdown Drill 

Friday, September 21—Reverse Evacuation Drill 

 

 
 
 
Students will complete drills under the supervision of the staff, faculty, and local law enforcement and report to vari-
ous designated locations.  These preventative drills are necessary in order to familiarize our students with proce-
dures necessary to keep them safe in the event that a real crisis occurs.   
 



Smiles on the Playground 
Parents, staff, and students worked hard this sum-

mer to create a play space for our students that was 

engaging and fun.  They worked many hours during 

evenings and weekends.  The end result is an awe-

some space that promotes wellness and creativity.   

If you have not seen the beautiful art work, please 

stop by.  If you drive by during the day,  you will see 

so many smiling faces and happy boys and girls   I 

cannot believe how much this has changed our re-

cess time.  The art work is bright and colorful.  Stu-

dents leave recess and go to lunch with a more posi-

tive attitude. 

You will also see that the kickball, basketball, and 4 

square areas have been renewed.  We have also add a 

meandering path that is filled with Pittsburgh land-

marks.  In the center of our playground is an obsta-

cle course that promotes jumping, skipping, and 

running.    Students still love the traditional art of 

hopscotch and the beanbag toss.  A big thank you to 

everyone who was involved and helped rejuvenate 

the playgrounds. 

 




